
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 91-134

SITE CLEANUP REQUIREMENTS FOR:

BORDEN PACKAGING AND INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS
41100 BOYCE ROAD
FREMONT, ALAMEDA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter
called the Board) finds that:

1. FACILITY DESCRIPTION. Borden Packaging and Industrial Products (hereinafter called
the Discharger) operates a manufacturing facility at 41100Boyce Road, Fremont, Alameda
County (hereinafter referred to as the site) (Figure 1). The 30 acre site is bounded by
Boyce Road to the southwest, a County flood control channel to the southeast, Stevenson
Business Park to the northeast and Celotex Corporation to the northwest.

2. SITE HISTORY. The discharger began operations at the Fremont facility in 1960. Since
that time the facility has manufactured formaldehyde, phenol-formaldehyde resins, and
urea-formaldehyde resins. The resins are supplied primarily to the forest products
industry for the manufacture of plywood and particle board. A complete line of water
based, solvent based and hot melt adhesives were manufactured at the facility from 1965
until 1989. The adhesives primarily were used for packaging and for the assembly of
wooden articles. Between 1964 and 1982 an ink manufacturing facility operated on the
site as an independent entity.

Chemicals associated with the various manufacturing processes included volatile organic
compounds and petroleum products that have contaminated the groundwater in the
shallow zone underlying the site. Poor chemical handling practices, surface spills, leaking
underground tanks, and subsurface product pipelines have been the primary contributors
to groundwater contamination.

3. OCCURRENCE OF GROUNDWATER. Regionally, the site is within the Niles Subarea
groundwater basin. The Niles alluvial fan or "cone" is the predominate physiographic
feature of the basin. The Niles Subarea extends southward and westward under San
Francisco Bay and consists of a series of flat-lying aquifers separated by clay aquitards.
The top of the upper aquifer, the Newark Aquifer, occurs about 55 feet below land surface
at the site. Water levels, measured in onsite Newark Aquifer wells, are approximately 11
feet below land surface. The Newark Aquifer under!ying the site is potential drinking
water as defined by criteria of the "Sources of Drinking Water" policy adopted by the
RWQCB in March 15, 1989.






















